


Growing healthy,
inspired children




“The land on which we gather is the unceded territory of the Awaswas-speaking Uypi Tribe. The
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band, comprised of the descendants of indigenous people taken to missions
Santa Cruz and San Juan Bautista during Spanish colonization of the Central Coast, is today working

hard to restore traditional stewardship practices on these lands and heal from historical trauma.”

Land acknowledgement developed in partnership with the
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Chairman and the Amah Mutsun
Relearning Program at the UCSC Arboretum.

http://amahmutsun.org/



https://arboretum.ucsc.edu/education/relearning-program/index.html
https://arboretum.ucsc.edu/education/relearning-program/index.html
http://amahmutsun.org/

Life Lab cultivates

children’s love of
learning,

healthy food, &

nature

through garden-based education.




Life Lab was founded by

educators, students, parents, and
community partners in 1979 at
Green Acres Elementary School

in the Live Oak neighborhood

of Santa Cruz County.



https://lifelab.org/tag/life-lab-history/



https://lifelab.org/about/contact/

Ice Breaker
Break Out
Rooms

“What inspired you to join
us today?”






https://lifelab.org/for-educators/fieldtrips/
https://lifelab.org/sgso/
http://lifelabpartnerschools.org/
https://lifelab.z2systems.com/np/clients/lifelab/giftstore.jsp?actionType=search&categoryIds=9&catalogSearch=false&keyword=&
https://lifelab.org/virtualworkshops/

National School
Garden Support
Organization

Network


https://www.sgsonetwork.org/

sgsonetwork.org
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Leadership Institutes



https://www.sgsonetwork.org/gatherings/

Covid Response Webinars

e Distance Learning

e Outdoor Classroom Design
e Social Emotional Learning
e Garden Care

e In-Person Teaching




Big Next Steps...

Growing
School
Gardens
Summit

April, 2022
Denver, CO






Goal 1: Build Teacher
Confidence with Outdoor
Classrooms




Goal 2: Support Students’ Social

Emotional Wellbeing, Wherever They Are







New Life Lab Educator Certification Program

8-week courses online that include community building and coaching

Gardens for
Ecoliteracy and
Social Emotional
Wellbeing

Inspire a love of nature
and environmental
stewardship in children

Piloting October 2020

The Garden as a
Classroom

Learn outdoor
classroom management
and connections to
NGSS and Common
Core standards in
language arts and math

Starting January 2021

Plant to Plate

Apply techniques for
promoting healthy
nutrition through the
garden

Starting March 2021

School Garden
Program
Sustainability

Study garden design,
programing, resources,
funding and measuring
your impact

Starting May 2021







Curriculum




Back Pocket Learning

Made possible by


https://backpocketlearning.org/

Kiss the Ground



https://lifelab.org/for-educators/professional-development/custom-support/
https://kisstheground.com/

Next Generation Science In
the Garden!



https://lifelab.org/ngsscurriculum/

Our Work In
Santa Cruz County



Local Programs
At a Glance

> Partner Schools Program with
PVUSD

Class Field Trips

Internships for UCSC Students

vVvYy

Summer Camp



Spring: A Time of
Transition and Growth

> Unable to meet in person in
school or farm gardens

> How can we grow our
programs from gardens to
reach the homes of kids?



SUMMER

Summer Activity Care Packages
230+ Care Packages delivered!




Fall: 2020-2021 PVUSD Life Lab Educators

Ple

Grace Greenfield Sierra Barsten Kayden Bryant Liz Hernandez

Lila Simpson Chelsea Wrigh’c Maceo Has’cings Porro Alexandro Ochoa


https://lifelab.org/about/contact/

Partner Schools
Program Goals:

> Enhance Intentional Garden
Spaces

> Strengthen Community
Connections

> Support School-Wide Cultures

of Health




How to Meet those Goals?

Bring the Garden to the Kids!

> (Create at-home learning
experiences that encourage
outdoor exploration

Food Distribution from
School gardens and Nutrition
Services

Enriched garden activities for
kids in Safe Spaces Program

Keep the gardens alive and
thriving!






You can
Life Lab





https://lifelab.org/healthy-futures



https://lifelab.z2systems.com/np/clients/lifelab/donation.jsp







Thank You!




Q & A starting in 2 minutes. Please add
your questions in the chat





